Example of Stance, Evidence, & Warrant
Stance:
Rap, otherwise known as the music associated with hip hop culture, should be central to the high school English curriculum in urban public schools.   

Evidence:
[bookmark: _GoBack]In a recent media survey of students attending two midtown high schools, rap was rated as the favorite musical choice. 
Education researcher, Dierdre Paul, promotes rap as a valid literary genre alongside traditional poetry as a means of cultural synchronization, or establishing harmony between the cultural systems of schools, diverse groups of learners, and the communities from which those learners come.

Warrant:
If students in urban high schools love rap so much, then those who typically would not engage in studying canon texts, such as Shakespeare, might find rap lyrics a powerful source of statements about life. If a major reason we ask them to read canon literature is to consider the life themes that seem ageless and relevant to all cultures and social groups, why not consider the same themes in rap music? Students’ passion for the music will draw them into considering the themes. Of course, we need to avoid rap lyrics that are unsuitable for school. We don’t want to affirm antisocial, misogynistic or illegal points of view. However, there are many rap songs that present social tensions, raise issues about the role of women, love, money, and life and death. There are rap tunes that question what it means to be a man, to be in a relationship, to be a “brother” or “sister.” These are all themes that we could find in Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. Within culturally diverse urban schools, using rap alongside canonical texts can aid in the analysis and synthesis of complex academic texts in ways that students find meaningful.

Example of Stance, Evidence, & Warrant
stonce:

Rop,oherwise known o the music cssciated with i hp culture,should be
centol Tothe ighschoo Enlish curicuum i urbon pulic schools.

Evidence:
Tna recent mediasurvey of students attening two midiomn high schcl, rap
wes rated o th favarite musical choice

Educationresearcher, ierdre o, promotes rap as  vold iterury genre
longeid tradifondl ostry s  means of cltural synchrrization,ar
estobshing hormony between the cultura systems of schoos,drse seoups
oflarners and th commnites from hich those learners come.

Warrant:
IF students i rbon high schols ov rap 5o much, thn thse wh fypcally
would et engoge n stuying canen exts, such o Shkespeare, might ind rop

Iyricsa pomerfolscurce of statements obout . T o major ecson we sk
hem 10 reod caron eature i 1o consider the e themes that sem

gelecs o relevant 1ol clturesand scilgrupe,why not corsder the
same themes in rop usic? Students*passon or the usic wil draw them info
consdering th themes. OF couese, we ned 1o avid 69 yrics tht coe
unsitable for schol.We dont et o ofirm otisocil, misoqyistic o
lgel poins f view. Howeve, here are many ro songs thf pesert socal
tension,ris ssues about the ol of women, lve, money,and lf on death.
There ar rep funes that questen whe i means o b arma, 10 be n
relationship, o be a"beother” o “siste.”Thase re ll hemes That w could
ind in Shakespeare's Romeo and Jler, Withincturally diverse urbon
schons, sing rap clongsid canorca exts can id i he aalsis ord
synthsis of complx acodenic exts inwoys hat students find mearingfl




